
RESOLUTION: Washtenaw County Democratic Party supports HB 4893 – MiCare,
which would create a universal, publicly funded health care plan for Michigan

WHEREAS the current healthcare system cost the state of Michigan $99 billion in 2020 and
costs the average Michigander $10,000 per year, and

WHEREAS the United States has the worst return on investment for healthcare in the
developed world, spending more of our GDP on healthcare in 2020 than any other country
(17.8%) while having the highest rate of avoidable deaths, infant and maternal mortality, and a
lower-than-average life expectancy, and

WHEREAS 47% of American adults reported last year that it was very or somewhat difficult to
afford their healthcare costs, and

WHEREAS 23% of American adults said that they or a family member in their household did not
fill a prescription, cut their pills in half, or skipped doses of necessary medication in the last year
due to cost, and

WHEREAS insurance companies denied 17% of in-network claims on average in 2021, and

WHEREAS the healthcare system is treated as a for-profit industry, with insurance companies
lavishly compensating CEOs and prioritizing profits, instead of trying to provide the care that
Michiganders need, at an affordable price, and

WHEREAS 1.3 million Michiganders had medical debt totaling $800 million last year, and

WHEREAS no person or family should go bankrupt because a person became ill, and

WHEREAS no person should go without needed care or medications because they are unable
to afford it, and

WHEREAS the passage of MiCare will ensure healthcare coverage for all Michiganders who
have resided in the state for at least six months, regardless of age, health, or pre-existing
conditions, and

WHEREAS the passage of MiCare will remove the profit motive from healthcare in our state,
reining in growing health care costs, finally putting people before profits, and
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WHEREAS the passage of MiCare will eliminate much of the red tape and costs associated with
healthcare administration and contracting between the payers, plans, and providers, and

WHEREAS the passage of MiCare will streamline the use of disparate funding sources,
including federal and state dollars already allocated for healthcare, money from private
employers, and additional funds resulting from changes to our state’s tax structure to ensure
that the richest amongst us will finally pay their fair share, and

WHEREAS the passage of MiCare will leverage economies of scale to help control the prices
Michiganders pay for healthcare, and

WHEREAS MiCare will save lives by ensuring that cost is not a factor in determining whether or
not a person gets the care and/or medications that they need, and

WHEREAS the passage of MiCare will provide Michiganders with peace of mind and the
freedom to take chances, start a new small business or take a new job without fear of losing
health insurance coverage, and

WHEREAS the passage of MiCare will relieve businesses large and small of the heavy,
sometimes crippling, financial burden of providing employee health care, which will in turn help
to improve Michigan businesses' ability to compete, and

WHEREAS the passage of MiCare will aim to deliver quality care at a lower cost than the $99
billion per year Michiganders currently pay, and

WHEREAS the passage of MiCare will establish that the state of Michigan recognizes that
healthcare is a fundamental human right,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Washtenaw County Democratic Party supports the
passage of MiCare, HB 4893, at the state level, for a healthier Michigan.

Submitted by Ryan Bartholomew
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