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(Page 35… )  BASIC RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS  
 
We declare that all individuals, no matter their circumstances or social 
standing, are entitled to basic human rights and freedoms. These rights are 
grounded in God’s gracious act in creation (Gen. 1:27), and they are revealed 
fully in Jesus’s incarnation of divine love.  
 
As a church, we will work to protect these rights and freedoms within the 
church and to reform the structures of society to ensure that every human 
being can thrive…  
 

A. Health Care 
  
We affirm health care as a basic human right and vow to work toward 
expanded access to all forms of medical treatment, including preventative, 
therapeutic, and palliative care. Half the world’s population lack access to 
health care, and a growing number of people who do have access face 
increased medical expenses for themselves or their loved ones, pushing them 
toward poverty.  
 
To confront these painful realities, we urge United Methodists to join efforts 
aimed at creating systems that provide comprehensive health protections for 
all. Additionally, we believe that everyone has a right to decent living 
conditions, including adequate food and water, safe housing and a healthy 
environment. Health care as a human right also means that clinics, hospitals, 
and medical services and treatments must be accessible, affordable and of 
good quality. They must also be available when and where they are needed 
and be provided on an equitable basis… 
 
As a church, we support other measures and initiatives to improve human 
health, including investments in preventative care, good nutrition, continuing 
research in infectious disease prevention and treatment, pre- and postnatal 
health, and substance abuse treatment on demand. We commend churches 
that are involved in community-based health care ministries. 


