KZ0O & COUNTY

KALAMAZOO COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE
MEDICARE FOR ALL ACTS of 2023 AND MICHIGAN’S SINGLE PAYER
LEGISLATION; MICARE

Whereas, although the Affordable Care Act allowed healthcare coverage for millions of
additional people and our healthcare professionals can perform great deeds, our
healthcare system is in a state of crisis; and

Whereas, the COVID pandemic, natural disasters, divorce, corporate bankruptcies and
cyclical employment crisis has clearly shown that no one’s health nor their health
insurance is secure with 30 million Americans without health insurance and an
additional 50 million underinsured. Here, in Kalamazoo County, almost 12,000 of us are
uninsured with 790,000 Michigan residents being uninsured; and

Whereas, our employer based, profit driven healthcare system rations healthcare
according to ability to pay. It allows, approximately, thirty thousand people to die every
year for lack of coverage and has diminished our overall health to the point that the U.S.
ranks 35th in the world in health outcomes, and even worse for infant mortality and life
expectancy, yet ranks first in healthcare costs; and

Whereas, without new strategies, the never-ending rising costs of healthcare continues
to challenge our already strapped budgets of our public employers and businesses. We
have tried all the healthcare insurance industries’ attempts at controlling raising costs;
PPQO’s, HMO’s, HSA's, HRA’s, bigger deductibles, more copays and coinsurance costs.
These attempts, ultimately, only benefited the insurance industry’s bottom line while
leaving employers, employees and retirees more expensive or unaffordable healthcare;
and

WHEREAS, the Medicare for All Act of 2023 (H.R.- 3421, S-1655) and Michigan’s
MiCare (H.B.- 4893) legislation builds upon and expands Medicare to provide additional
comprehensive medical benefits to every person in the United States. Coverage
includes primary care, vision, dental, prescription drugs, mental health, substance
abuse, long-term services and supports, reproductive health care without paying
deductibles, premiums or copays. The Act also includes universal coverage of long-term
care with no cost-sharing for older Americans and individuals with disabilities, and
prioritizes home and community-based care over institutional care. Importantly, the
legislation eliminates the administrative waste and exorbitant profits of our profit driven
healthcare and will reduce prescription drug prices by requiring negotiations on drug
prices. The Medicare For All Act and Michigan’s MiCare legislation would take this
annual $500 billion savings and redirect it into providing comprehensive universal
healthcare to all who live in the United States and/or Michigan; and

WHEREAS, in Michigan, as is throughout our country, Black, Latino, Indigenous
peoples and our rural and urban communities suffer from significant healthcare
disparities. People of color have been hospitalized at high rates due to COVID-19 and
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suffered death at rates alarmingly higher than would be predicted for their population
sizes in Michigan. These same communities would see reductions in these healthcare
disparities by having easy access to comprehensive, universal healthcare, provided by
the Medicare For All Acts of 2023 and MiCare without the interruptions in care, present,
in our employer-based, profit driven healthcare; and

WHEREAS, the Medical For All Acts and MiCare are the only healthcare systems that
can provide expanded universal coverage, save us money, control costs, eliminate
healthcare inequalities, provide us true freedom of choice and prepare us for the
healthcare challenges of the future. These are the values upon which this legislation is
based; the focus is on people and communities not revenues and profits; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Kalamazoo County Democratic Party
supports the Medicare For All Acts of 2023 and Michigan’s single payer legislation
MiCare and will work in collaboration with other County Democratic Parties, Democratic
Clubs, allied groups and elected officials to assure passage of this legislation and
present this resolution for passage at the 2024 Democratic Party Michigan and National
Conventions making Medicare For All a platform issue for the 2024 election cycle; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that signed and dated copies of this resolution be sent, on
Kalamazoo County Democratic Party letterhead, to Governor Gretchen Whitmer, U.S.
Senators Debbie Stabenow and Gary Peters; President Joseph Biden; Vice President
Kamala Harris, the Michigan Congressional Delegation and the Kalamazoo County
Democratic Party’s affiliate organizations.
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