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PROCLAMATION

Proclamation in Support of the Medicare for All Act of 2019

WHEREAS, we all deserve quality, affordable and accessible healthcate regardless of our status in
the community or our ability to pay. The people of our County, our State, and Country would be
better setved by the passage of the Medicare For All Act of 2019: House Bill 1384, Senate 1129 and
Michigan House Bill 6285 — MICare; and

WHEREAS, many Americans are dependent on their employers for healthcare, 43 million
Americans filed for unemployment as of June 4, 2020 as a consequence of the Coronavirus
pandemic, and the number of Americans without health insurance is well over 30 million and
climbing; and

WHEREAS, Michigan suffers from racial and ethnic health disparities that represent a public health
crists, particularly for Black and Latino Michiganders, and the lack of universal health coverage is
understood to contribute to poorer health outcomes for communities of color; and

WHEREAS, medical bills are a leading cause of bankruptcy in this country, with 20% of all
Kalamazoo county residents having medical debt in collections, including 40% of residents in
Kalamazoo county from communities of color, higher than the state and nationwide averages; and

WHEREAS, dozens of national public opinion polls conducted between 2017 and 2020 indicate a
consistent majority of Americans support a national Medicare for All plan, with one sutvey finding
84% of Democrats, 70% of Americans and 52% of Republicans support “Medicare For All”; and

WHEREAS, the never-ending rising costs of health care add challenges to our already strapped City
and County budgets, and our small businesses, which keep our communities thriving; and

WHEREAS numerous academic studies have concluded that the administrative savings under a
single-payer, Medicare for All system would be enough to cover the currently uninsured and
mmprove coverage for all those who now have only partial coverage; and

WHEREAS the Medicare for All Act of 2019 would provide national single payer health insurance
for every person in the United States for all necessary medical care including prescription drugs;
hospital, surgical and outpatient services; primary and preventive care; emergency services; women’s
reproductive care; dental and vision care; and long-term care; and



WHEREAS the Medicare for All Act of 2019 would provide coverage without copays, deductibles
or other out-of-pocket costs, and would slash buteaucracy, protect the doctor-patient relationship
and assure patients a free choice of doctors;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Kalamazoo County Commission urges and
endorses immediate passage of the Medicare for All Act of 2019 (H.R. 1384 and S. 1129 and
Michigan House Bill 6285-MICare) and calls on our State and Federal legislators to work toward
theit immediate enactment. '

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
)SS
COUNTY OF KALAMAZOO )

[, Timothy A. Snow, County Cletk/Register, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a
Proclamation adopted by the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissionets at a regular session held

on July 21, 2020.

Timothy A. Snow J ¥
County Clerk/Register of Deeds




